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W99-1250.  Christian Endeavor.  
 Records, 1895-1996.  19.50 linear ft. 
  
Abstract 
 
Francis E. Clark began Christian Endeavor in 1881 as a way to get children involved in 
the church.  Christian Endeavor captivated the youth by making them feel welcome, by 
providing activities for them, and by challenging them to adhere to a member’s pledge.  
Christian Endeavor societies were soon found around the world.  The collection consists of 
advertisements, books, booklets, brochures, bulletins, correspondence, instructional materials, 
newspaper clippings, scrapbooks, photographs, programs, and extensive publications associated 
with Christian Endeavor.  It includes personal material of prominent members of Michigan 
Christian Endeavor including LaVerne Boss, Dorothy Kling, Sarah McCullagh, and Alice 
Spykerman, along with material on International Christian Endeavor figures such as Francis 
Clark and Daniel Poling.  
 
Accession No:  W99-1250 
Provenance:  LaVerne Boss 
Donor:   LaVerne Boss 
Photographs:  65 images (Boxes 2 and 3); 9 oversized (Boxes 8 and 9) 
Processed by:  Michael Douma, May 2001 
 
History  
 
 The First Christian Endeavor Society was formed in 1881 in Portland, Maine, under the 
direction of Francis E. Clark.  The society was formed in order to bring youth to accept Christ 
and work for Him.  The youth were shown that the church cared for young people.  The Society 
enabled youth to express themselves while participating in useful tasks.  It stressed a devoted, 
evangelistic spirit that was expressed in the Christian Endeavor pledge.  Christian Endeavor 
created publications for youth, devised youth programs, and sponsored events.  Christian 
Endeavor was maintained through private donations that often came from youth. 
Christian Endeavor began as a small group of eager youth that met at the house of their 
minister.  Within a year, six societies had formed.  After two years, the number of societies had 
grown to fifty-six.  The organization expanded rapidly as it grew from a single church society 
into a world movement.  By the end of the 19th century, Christian Endeavor was in the headlines 
of many major American newspapers.  Christian Endeavor took up many causes without 
apology; it was influential in supporting the temperance movement in the 1920s, as CE stood for 
family values.  Christian Endeavor began extensive publications in 1886.  World conventions 
were held to address major issues.  In 1887, Francis E. Clark was elected president of the United 
Society, and in 1895 he was chosen as the World President of the Christian Endeavor Union.  
The admirable Clark held this position until his death in 1927.  Daniel A. Poling then assumed 
the presidency.  Christian Endeavor societies met at the state level for local control and met in 
World Conventions at intervals of three to six years.  (World Conventions were held in Grand 
Rapids in 1937 and 1951.)  The organization’s world headquarters moved from Boston, 
Massachusetts, to Columbus, Ohio, in 1952.  Christian Endeavor is still operating today; their 
activities are reported on the CE internet website.    
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Scope and Content 
 
 This collection consists of advertisements, books, booklets, brochures, bulletins, 
correspondence, instructional materials, newspaper clippings, scrapbooks, photographs, 
programs, and extensive publications associated with Christian Endeavor.  It includes personal 
material of prominent members of  Michigan Christian Endeavor including LaVerne Boss, 
Dorothy Kling, Sarah McCullagh, and Alice Spykerman, along with material on International 
Christian Endeavor figures such as Francis Clark and Daniel Poling. This collection also contains 
a history of the Christian Endeavor movement, a constitution, manuals and handbooks, pledge 
cards, and oversized graphics. 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
 
Christian Endeavor 
 Activity Schedules, 1946-1950, 1962-1963 
 Advertisements 
Golden Chain Union, n.d.  
  Great Lakes Regional Conference, 1953 
  International C.E. Convention, 1949-1951 
  Loyalty Day, Oregon Christian Endeavor, 1971 
  Oregon Christian Endeavor State Convention, 1971 
  Michigan C.E. Convention, 1949 
  Registration Contest, n.d.  
  Spice for Christ, n.d.  
  Reunion, 1982 
 Agenda, International Society of Christian Endeavor, 1981 
 Annual Report, Michigan Christian Endeavor Union, n.d. 
 Birth Certificate, Alice Spykerman, 1908 
 Birthday Plans, n.d. 
 Board of Trustees, Meetings, Minutes, 1978 
 Books 
  Autographs, Alice Spykerman, n.d. 
  Presbyter’s Manual, 1911 
  Spykerman Family Record, 1943 
  Quaker Meditations, 1944 
 Booklets 
About Church, 1936, 1960 
  About Youth, 1935-1946 
  Associated with Christian Endeavor, 1954-1981 
  Christian Youth Fellowship, 1945 
  “How to Organize a C.E. Society,” 1952-1965 
  Miscellaneous, n.d. 
  Missionary Topics, 1945-1947 
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  “My Heart, Christ’s Home,” 1954 
  On Faith, n.d.  
Study Guides for Youth, n.d.  
  What Christian Endeavor Believes, 1966-1976 
  Williston-West Church, 1981 
 Bookmarks, 1962, 1981, 1982 
 Boss becomes President, 1971 
 Brochures 
“Around the World,” n.d. 
  California Christian Endeavor, n.d. 
  Conventions and Programs, 1921, 1953-1985 
  “Daily Bible Reading Plan,” 1973 
  In the Local Church, 1942 
  Money Contributions and Purchases, 1950, n.d. 
  Questions and Answers, n.d.  
  Roy Rogers, n.d. 
  “What is Christian Endeavor?” 1943-1985 
 Budget, International C.E. Convention, 1951 
 Bulletins 
“In Memoriam Daniel Alfred Poling,” 1968 
  “International C.E. Convention,” 1951 
  “Leadership Curriculum,” 1951 
  Notices, n.d. 
  “Steady Progress” President’s Annual Message, 1940 
  “Young People’s Bulletin,” 1932 
 Business Cards, n.d. 
 Calendars, The Christian Endeavor World, 1983-1984 
 Cards for Religious Education Courses, 1931-1932, 1950-1952 
Cemetery Lot Purchases 
  Gerrit Spykerman, 1939 
  Alice Spykerman, 1935, 1944-1945   
 Christian Endeavor in Mexico, 1972-1976 
 Christian Endeavor in Samoa, 1972 
 Church Bulletins, 1931-1974 
 City of Holland, 1957, 1960, 1971 
 Contest Rules, International C.E. Convention, 1951 
 Constitution, Michigan, 1957 
 Constitutions, 1944, 1963 
 Conventions and Assemblies, 1911, 1936-1984 
 Correspondence 
  Alice Spykerman, 1948-1968, n.d. 
Committee, 1951, n.d. 
  C. E. F. Howe, 1951 
  C. VanMalsen, Registrars, 1948 
  D. W. Witte, 1948 
  Diane Telen, Junior Christian Endeavor, n.d. 
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  E. Dunn, L. Boss, 1952 
  Gene Stone, 1950 
  G. Stone, L. Boss, 1954 
  G. Stone, Members of the Topics Committee, 1954 
  H. E. Westerhoff, 1951 
  In, 1971-1975, 1992-1994 
  International Society of Christian Endeavor, 1981 
  Kalamazoo Christian Endeavor, Sponsors, 1972 
  L. Boss, Registrars, 1948 
  LaVerne Boss, 1970-1977 
  Merritt L. Smith, Members of the Board of Trustees of the E+P Fund, 1981 
 
Box 2 
  
 Correspondence (cont.) 
Old Age Assistance Bureau, Adeline Spykerman, 1939-1942 
T. Ewing, L. Boss, 1952 
  To the City Council and the Mayor of Holland, 1972 
  Van Eck, n.d. 
VandeWater, 1971 
 Diplomas, Primary, Junior High, n.d. 
 Directory, International Officers, n.d. 
 Directory of Churches, 1971 
 Entry Forms, Oregon Christian Endeavor State Convention, 1972 
 Family, 1972 
 Fellowship Bulletins, 1935-1948 
 Financial, Youth on the March, n.d. 
 Financial Statements, 1980 
 Form, Interest Finder, n.d. 
 Handbooks 
Individuals, 1948-1978 
  Societies, 1938-1957 
 History of Christian Endeavor, 1973, n.d. 
 Hope Newsletter, 1970 
 Hunsicker Family Info., n.d. 
Hymnals 
“Hymns for Christian Youth:  Forty-First Annual Michigan Christian Endeavor  
Convention,” 1929 
“Hymns for Christian Youth,” 1935 
  “International Convention,” 1951 
 Idea Packet, Rallies, n.d. 
 Information Packet, n.d. 
 Fellowship Tour, 1982 
 Funeral Cards, Alice Spykerman, 1966-1980 
 International, Programs, 1995, n.d. 
 International Society, European Tour, 1973-1974 
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 Junior Activity Schedule 
n.d. 
  “Christ Calls” 1939-1940 
 Junior C.E. Meetings, 1969-1974 (3 folders) 
 Leaflets, n.d. 
 List 
C.E. Leaders, 1945 
  Golden Chain Union Registrars, 1948 
 Logo, n.d. 
 Manual, Christian Endeavor Week, 1963 
 Map of West Michigan, n.d. 
 Meetings, 1973-1977 
 Membership and Employees, 1972-1977 
 Michigan  
Planning Workbook, n.d. 
  Represented Churches, n.d. 
  State Affairs, 1984, 1992 
 Minutes, International, C.E. Convention Planning Committee, 1951 
 Missionary Writings, 1963, 1981, n.d. 
 Missionary Materials, 1946, n.d. 
 Newspaper Clippings 
1925-1982, 1996 (14 folders) (1 image, Oscar Peterson) 
  Alice Spykerman, 1931-1970 
 Notebook, Alice Spykerman, n.d. 
 Notepads, n.d. 
 
Box 3 
 
 Notes 
Alice Spykerman, n.d. 
n.d. 
 Official Report, International Convention, 1951 
 Organizational Aids, 1972 
 Organizing Kit 
Primary, 1971 
  Youth, 1977 
 Organizational Kit, n.d. 
 Outdoor Poster Program, 1972 
 Pamphlets 
“A Matter of Obligations,” n.d. 
  “A Primer on Race,” n.d. 
  Anti-Semitism, 1964 
  “Can the Church Lead?,” n.d. 
  “Government Under Pressure,” Donald C. Blaisdell, 1946 
  “Helping Young People,” 1940 
  “How to Use…,” 1947 
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  “Landmarks,” 1946 
  New Ministers, 1949 
  Parade Order, International C.E. Convention Parade, 1951 
  “Safeguarding our Civil Liberties,” Robert E. Cushman, 1945 
  “Some Qualifications for Christian Leadership,” n.d. 
  “Spiritual Power,” n.d. 
  “Youth and Your Community,” Alice C. Weitz, 1945 
Pennsylvania Bulletins, 1975, 198-1983, 1994 
 Pledge Cards, 1952, n.d. 
 Photographs 
1929, 1931, 1961, n.d. (43 images) 
  1961, n.d. (4 images) 
  Alice Spykerman, Honsinger Family, n.d. (17 images) 
 Post Cards, n.d. 
 Posters 
International C.E. Convention, 1951 
Michigan C.E. Convention, 1948 
Hymn Sing, n.d. 
 Presbyterian Youth Fellowship, n.d. 
 Presidential Addresses at Conventions, 1927-1937 
 Programs 
46th Anniversary, Detroit Christian Endeavor Union, 1945 
  A Vital Program for Youth, n.d. 
  Christian Endeavor Convention, 1985 
  Community Hymn Sing, Holland, Michigan, n.d. 
  Evangelistic Meetings, Golden Chair Union, 1948-1949 
  Festival of Hope, Christian Endeavor Convention, 1981 
  For Action, 1949 
  Freedom Foundation, 1962 
  Golden Chain Hymn Sing, 1951 
  Guidance, 1945 
  Holland Convention, 1930 
  Hope College Campus Prayer Week, 1946 
  Hope College Religious Emphasis Week, 1948 
  International Convention, 1933, 1949-1951 
  Junior Convention, Michigan Christian Endeavor Union, 1940 
  Junior Sponsor’s Conference, Detroit Christian Endeavor Union, 1941 
  Leader’s Retreat, Michigan Christian Endeavor Union, 1954 
  Michigan Convention, 1928, 1937-1955 
  Summer, 1972 
  Zeeland Convention, 1953 
 Program Guides, 1943-1962 (4 folders) 
 Programs and Projects, n.d. 
 Public Relations, n.d. 
 Publications 
“A Man Called Adam,” Prebyterianotes Reprint, 1966 
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  “Challenging C.E. Meetings,” Rev. and Mrs. Ellis R. Shaw, 1951 
  Christian Endeavor World, 1925, 1928-1929, 1946-1958 (7 folders) 
 
Box 4 
 
 Publications (cont.) 
  Christian Endeavor World (cont.), 1959-1977, 1980-1982 (13 folders) 
 “Christian Endeavor Union,” 1966 
 “Christian Youth Witness Program,” 1971-1973 
“Convention News,” 1951 
“Church Herald,” 1969 
“Daily Bulletin, 1951 
“Dramatic Activities for Young People,” Grace Sloan Overton, 1927 
“Encyclopedia of Notes,” 1957 
“Fantail Thoughts,” Paul F. Hurley, 1953 
“For Christ and the Church,” Ed. Grace A. Davies, 1981, n.d. 
  “Freedom Talk,” daily radio commentary by Life Line, 1967-1971 
“How to Build an Effective Youth Program, “1970 
  “Illinois News,” 1973 
  “Junior Helps,” 1939-1940 
  “Junior Work,” 1908 
  “Literature Helps,” 1948 
  Michigan Endeavor 
1943-1952 
   1968-1977 
   1980-1989 
  Miscellaneous, n.d., 1966, 1972-1973 
  “Mission of Christ,” by Daniel Kring Poling, n.d. 
  Publicity Plans for Christian Endeavor, 1954 
  Quest for Leaders, n.d. 
  Sponsor’s Manual, 1964 
Straight, 1953 
Study Guide, Young  Adult and Adult C.E. Meetings, 1971 
“Taking Others Along,” Andrew E. Kurth, 1945 
“Worldwide Christian Endeavor,” Arno Pagel, 1981 
“With Young Adults in Christian Endeavor,” Phyllis G. Brown, 1955 
“Youth Today,” 1972, 1974 
 Reference Index, n.d. 
 Reply Mail, 1941, 1949, n.d. 
 Report and Notes on C.E., 1977 
Reports 
About Being a Leader, n.d. 
Alma College, 1920 
Door to Door Visitation, n.d. 
 “International Society of Christian Endeavor,” Charles W. Barner, 1981 
  Lavern Billig, President, 1981 
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Box 5 
 
 Reports (cont.) 
 “Pertinent Points to Prevent Punk Programs,” n.d. 
 President’s Annual Message, L. Boss, 1951 
 “Ten Commandments for Youth Advisors,” n.d. 
 “What About My Marrying a Roman Catholic?” n.d. 
 “What Counselors Can Do,” n.d. 
Resource Packets 
1980-1986 
 1986-1990 
  1987-1991 
 Ribbons, LaVerne Boss, 1971  
Russel A. Swaney, 1977 
 Schedule, 1948-1949 
 Sermon Broadcast Tracts, 1951, 1952 
 Service Pamphlets, 1938, 1939 
 Songs, 1962, 1967 
 Sponsorship, n.d. 
 Stamps, n.d. 
 Stationary, n.d. 
 Storybooks, 1945-1947 
 Style Manual, 1939 
 Suggested Committee Activities, n.d. 
 Supply Catalogs, 1951, n.d. 
 Topics, 1950-1975 (2 folders) 
 Week Packets, 1949-1955, 1957-1959 (3 folders) 
 Worship Manual, 1946 
 Worship Service Outline, 1953 
 “Young Adult and Adult C.E. Meetings,” 1971-1973 
 Youth and Recreation Pamphlets, 1927 
 
Box 6 
 
 Youth C.E. Meetings, 1969-1974 (3 folders) 
 Youth Packet, 1949 
 Youth Resource Packets, 1975-1980, 1992 (2 folders) 
Scrapbooks 
  Christian Endeavor, Kalamazoo, Cleveland, 1938, 1939 
  Sarah McCullagh 
1923-1931 
1932-1937 
1935-1937 
  
Box 7  
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Book, Christian Endeavor World, 1918-1919 
 Scrapbooks 
  California Vacation, Alice Spykerman, 1949 
  “Christ for the Crisis,” Grand Rapids, 1937 
  Eastern Trip, 1947 
  Florida Trip, 1977 
  Grand Rapids Convention, 1937  
     
Box 8 
  
 Oversized Photographs, 1923, 1933, n.d. (6 images) 
 Scrapbooks 
Dorothy Kling 
1933-1938 
1938-1941 
1938-1947 
  Michigan Christian Endeavor, 1938-1941, 1971 
 
Box 9 
 
 Aluminum Cross, n.d. 
 Book, A Diary of Private Prayer, John Baillie, 1949 
 Button, “Get Oregonized in ’75,” 1975 
 Button, Ribbon, and Medal, Grand Rapids Convention, 1937 
 Card, Centennial Convention, 1981 
 Caps, C.E., For Christ and the Church, n.d. 
 Filing Cards of C.E. Churches in Michigan Counties, n.d. 
 Framed Message, Francis E. Clark, 1916 
 Framed Christian Endeavor Member’s Pledge, n.d. 
Framed Pictures 
  Francis Clark, n.d. 
  David A. Poling, n.d. 
 Hand-Painted Seashell, n.d. 
 Pennants, Grand Rapids Christian Endeavor, 1951 
 Ribbon, C.E. Centennial, 1981 
Shoulder Badge, Christian Endeavor Canada, n.d. 
 The Christian Quest Leader’s Manual, Pamphlets and Young People’s Bulletin, 1932 
 
Box 10, Oversized 
  
 Publications, Christian Endeavor World, 1903-1927 
 
Box 11, Oversized 
 
 Newspaper Clippings, Detroit Free Press, 1899 
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Box 12, Oversized 
 
 Scrapbook, 1899 
 
Oversized Graphics, Framed Materials 
 Framed Christian Endeavor Pledge, n.d. [45 x 34.5”] 
 Wooden Printing Block, n.d. [2 x 3’] 
  
Oversized Photograph File 
 Michigan Christian Endeavor Conference Group, 1895 
 
